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as more difficult, in a country like India, to exclude a pythogenic source 
than a bacillary one. He does not commit himself positively to either 
the autogenic or to Murchison’s view, evidently feeling that the evi¬ 
dence in either direction is of a negative nature, which may be invali¬ 
dated by more thorough methods of investigation. In this connection 
it may be of interest to recall the opinion of Rodet as to the relationship 
which he believes exists between the bacillus coli communis and the 
bacillus of Eberth; that under certain conditions the former bacillus, 
which when cultivated at a temperature of 44° to 46 :> C. becomes mor¬ 
phologically similar to Eberth’s, may acquire pathogenic properties and 
induce enteric fever. An acceptance of Rodet’s views would explain 
the pathogenic origin of typhoid fever and might throw light on the 
supposed autogenic cases of Dr. Marston. The altered condition of 
life of the newly arrived soldier in India, entailing increased physio¬ 
logical activity of the lymphatic and glandular system, especially of 
those of the intestines, might tend to furnish the suitable conditions for 
the transformation of the benign bacillus coli communis into the viru¬ 
lent bacillus of Eberth. 

The chapters devoted to Tropical Life and its Sequel® are not the 
least interesting in the book. They deal with the immediate and remote 
effect produced on Europeans who have resided in hot climates without 
having undergone thorough “ acclimatization.” 

Differentiation in Rheumatic Diseases is a graphically illustrated 
reprint of a paper which appeared in the Lancet , October, 1890, by 
one who has had a large experience with this class of affections. It 
deals with the diagnosis and treatment of rheumatoid and rheumatic 
arthritis. The author believes that in most cases of the former a 
strumous taint exists which is very likely the underlying cause of the 
rheumatoid condition. It is, however, difficult to understand what he 
means by struma, since he uses the terms scrofula, struma, and tubercu¬ 
losis as if they were quite unrelated. But the so-called theory advanced 
by Mr. Lane as to the association existing between struma, phthisis, and 
rheumatoid arthritis is not, as he seems to suppose, new. Dr. Garrod 
long ago stated his belief that the subjects of the tubercular diathesis— 
which nowadays we are to understand includes struma or scrofulosis 
—are especially susceptible to it. D. D. S. 


Toe Barbarity of Circumcision as a Remedy for Congenital 
Abnormality. By Herbert Snow, M.D. Lond., etc., Surgeon to the 
Cancer Hospital. London : J. & A. Churchill, 1890. 

The author hopes to u contribute in some small measure toward the 
abolition of an antiquated practice, involving the infliction of very con¬ 
siderable suffering upon helpless infants.” 

Circumcision as a religious rite is traced from its first historical 
employment by Abraham to the present day. It is stated to have been 
long before that time widely observed among Ethiopians, Egyptians, 
Phcenicians, and other peoples; while at present the list of those who 
practise it includes many widely separated nations in Asia, Polynesia, 
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South America and Africa. It is considered to be “ simply and solely 
a relic of barbarism,” long antedating historical record ; and as probably 
associated with a primitive sacrificial idea, the devotion of a part for the 
whole body to some demon or deity. The practice has no real relation 
to hygiene as a motive. 

The relative frequency of congenital phimosis aud its causal relation 
to many important reflex conditions are admitted. From various 
eminent surgical writers opinions are quoted in favor of the wide exten¬ 
sion of the operation of circumcision. It is admitted also that among 
uncleanly peoples cleanliness is favored by it, but shaving of the head 
might be universally advised with as much reason. The argument that 
it promotes chastity is considered of doubtful value. The evils of pos¬ 
sible hemorrhage or sepsis, of unwritten suffering from exposure of 
highly sensitive surface, of premature excitement in children, of con¬ 
tracted meatus when the operation is early, are thought to weigh against 
the cutting method of treatment. Separation of adhesions and rapid 
dilatation of the prepuce under anaesthesia with some simple instrument, 
such as dressing forceps, will be found, in the author’s opinion, to render 
cutting unnecessary in the large majority of cases. 

In this neat little book no claim to originality of thought is made. 
The subject is simply reviewed, and the above conclusion drawn, with 
copious reference to a literature which is already sufficiently exhaustive. 

G. E. S. 


Essay ox Medical Pneumatology : a Physiological, Clinical and 
Therapeutic Investigation of the Gases. By J. X. Demarquay, 
Surgeon to the Municipal Hospital, Paris, and of the Council of State, 
etc. Translated with Notes, Additions, and Omissions, by Samuel S. 
Wallian, A.M., M.D. 8vo., pp. xvi. 300. Philadelphia and London: 
F. A. Davis, 1890. 

The work before us is a translation of portions of the original of De- 
marquay, reported to the Academy of Medicine of Paris and published 
in 18G6. The section on emphysema, and the chapters devoted to experi¬ 
ments with carbonic acid,, in the original, are omitted in the transla¬ 
tion ; while at the conclusion of the work the translator has introduced 
notes, comments and additions. The subject of the gases in the blood 
is. first taken up; then oxygen is discussed from an historical point of 
view, as to its. physiological action, its mode of preparation and adminis¬ 
tration, and its therapeutic application; finally, some consideration is 
devoted to nitrogen, nitrogen monoxide and hydrogen. The subject of 
pneumatology has not, perhaps, received the attention, nor its principles 
the general application, which their importance deserves. Within the 
post few years, however, a fair amount of work in this department of 
therapeutics has. been done, and the current literature contains numer¬ 
ous papers in evidence of the growing interest in the subject of the use 
of oxygen as a therapeutic agent. The translator’s statement that 
Demarquay’s work had been ignored in this country is erroneous. As 
long ago as 1867, it and the whole subject of pneumatotberapy received 
full attention at the hands of J. Solis-Cohen in his work on Inhalation in 
the Treatment of Diseases. Dr. Wallian by bis labors has contributed 
materially to disseminate the principles of pneumatology, and to indi¬ 
cate the liues of their practical application. A. A. E. 



